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Emperor William has a weakness for preaching, and it
must be confessed that he does it well. He possesses a
very ready gift of speech, and his fervent religious belief
seems to serve as a species of inspiration to his eloquence.
Thus on board the Hohenzollern, during his annual yacht-
ing cruise along the coast of Norway, he invariably con-
ducts divine service on Sunday morning, taking his place
in front of an altar erected on deck, upon which the
German war-flag is spread, in lieu of an altar-cloth.
Luther's hymns, accompanied by the trombones of the
band, are sung. Then the emperor reads the epistle
and the gospel with great feeling, and recites the liturgical
prayers with considerable fervor. Next he preaches a ser-
mon, which, as a rule, is of his own composition, and ex-
temporary, though occasionally he will read the sermon of
some well-known pulpit orator.
It has been observed that he is always much more indul-
gent in cases of inattention on the part of the congrega-
tion when he reads a sermon than when he preaches one
of his own. Any sailor who has the misfortune to fall
asleep during the discourse is disciplined, and his name
figures, of course, on the punishment roll on the following
morning, when the day's report is presented to the emperor
as the commanding officer of the ship ! If the sermon has
been one of his majesty's own composition, as a rale he
allows the punishment to stand. But if the discourse hap-
pens to have been of less illustrious origin, he will almost
invariably order the penalty to be remitted, adding, with a
smile of indulgence, that "the sermon was rather dreary,
wasn't it?"
At Berlin and at Potsdam the kaiser keeps his court
chaplains under very strict discipline, and they expose
themselves to a stem reprimand if they presume to extend

